





Prepare to Read

Think About What You Know

Tell what you think about Mamie Johnson playing professional baseball. Was
it a brave thing to do? Why or why not?

Preview and Predict

e Look at the front cover.

e Read the book summary on the back cover.

e Read The Exchange question on the title page.
e Read the Introduction and page 11.

1. The author helped Mamie write this autobiography about her own life.
How can you tell that Mamie shares her own personal thoughts
and feelings?

2. What is Mamie Johnson like? What did she have to do to make her dream
come true?
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Use a Reading Strategy

Use a Sequence Chain

As you read each part of A Strong Right Arm, use a Sequence Chain to show
the order of events in Mamie’s life.

Chapters 1-3

Chapters 4-5

Chapters 6-7

Chapters 8-9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11
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Respond to Chapters 1-3

Sequence Chain

Review what happened in Chapters 1-3. Fill in the Sequence Chain on
Journal Page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you read and answer these questions.

1. Personal Response Mamie said that she must have been born with a
baseball in her hand. That meant she could play baseball well naturally.
What is something that you can do well? Why do you like it?

2. Author’s Purpose The author wrote the story as if Mamie was telling it
to someone. Why do you think the author chose to write this way?

3. Generalization Mamie's life changed in a big way because her
grandmother died. How can big changes in life be good and bad?
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Respond to Chapters 4-5

Sequence Chain

Review what happened in Chapters 4-5. Fill in the Sequence Chain on
Journal Page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you read and answer these questions.

1. Personal Response When Jackie Robinson played on television, it
changed Mamie’s world. Tell about one news event that affected your life.
How did it change you?

2. Cause and Effect Mamie moved to Long Branch after her Grandma died.
How did moving affect Mamie?

3. Paraphrase Reread page 37. Mamie’s grandma used to say, “The truth
will set you free.” Tell in your own words what she meant.

page 6 of 10 A Strong Right Arm

© Hampton-Brown



Respond to Chapters 6-7

Sequence Chain

Review what happened in Chapters 6-7. Fill in the Sequence Chain on
Journal Page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you read and answer these questions.

1. Personal Response Mamie said that trying out for the girls’ league was
a day she had waited for her whole life. What is a special day you are
waiting for? What will happen that day?

2. Fact and Opinion Reread pages 60-61. Find two facts and two opinions
about the leagues in Washington, D.C. Write them below.

3. Context Clues Look at the phrase piece of cake on page 66. \What words in
the next two sentences tell you what “piece of cake” means? What does it
mean for Mamie?
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Respond to Chapters 8-9

Sequence Chain

Review what happened in Chapters 8-9. Fill in the Sequence Chain on
Journal Page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you read and answer these questions.

1. Personal Response Mamie said that she works best when she is under
pressure. When do you work best? Why?

2. Persuasive Techniques Reread pages 95-96. How did Mamie persuade the
reader to think that everyone should be allowed to play baseball?

3. Inference Women weren’t allowed to play on white baseball teams. Why
do you think black teams allowed women to play?
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Respond to Chapter 10

Sequence Chain

Review what happened in Chapter 10. Fill in the Sequence Chain on
Journal Page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you read and answer these questions.

1. Personal Response Mamie told the story of her nickname, Peanut. Do
you have a fun nickname? Explain what it means. If you do not have a
nickname, what would you like to be called? Why?

2. Opinion Mamie said that the men on her team became like brothers. Do
you think she was wise to play on a team made mostly of men? Why or
why not?

3. Cause and Effect Reread pages 102-103. What are two reasons that
people went to see the Negro Leagues games?
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Respond to Chapter 11

Sequence Chain

Review what happened in Chapter 11. Fill in the Sequence Chain on
Journal Page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you read and answer these questions.

1. Personal Response Mamie now teaches young people about baseball
and history. What is something you would like to teach people about
someday? Why?

2. Opinion Mamie is not often recognized for what she accomplished.
Some people would be angry about that, but Mamie is not. Do you
think she should be angry? Why or why not?

3. Author’s Purpose Why do you think the author wrote this book?
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