




Prepare to Read

Think About What You Know

What do you worry about at home or at school? Name two things you worry 
about the most.

Preview and Predict

• Look at the front cover.

• Read the book summary on the back cover.

• Read The Exchange question on the title page.

• Read page 5.

1. Does the setting remind you of someplace you know? Where does the 
story take place? 

2. Tae is worried about a lot of things. What do you think will happen to 
change her feelings? 
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Pages 5–24

Respond to Chapters 1–3

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 1–3. Fill in the fi rst Event of the 
Goal and Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over 

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions.

1. Personal Response Tae has to work on a report with Josh Morgan, a 
popular boy she does not know. Tell about a time you had to work with a 
person you did not know. How did you feel?

2. Context Clues Look at the word kimchee on page 12. Kimchee is a Korean 
food made with cabbage or cucumbers. What do the words in the next 
sentence also help you understand about kimchee?

3. Simile A simile is a comparison that uses the words like or as. Reread 
page 16. What does Tae mean when she says her mother’s eyes are “shining 
like a kid’s on Christmas morning”? Now write a simile of your own.
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Pages 25–38

Respond to Chapters 4 –5

Goal and Outcome Chart

What happens to Tae in Chapters 4–5? Fill in the next Event of the Goal and 
Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over 

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions.

1. Personal Response Umma says that Tae should keep in touch with her 
Korean roots. Do you think it is important to know about your roots? 
Why or why not? 

2. Character’s Point of View What does Umma value in life? How can you tell?

3. Character’s Motive Reread page 38. Why does Meg join Paige and Krista 
at the skating rink? How do you think Meg feels about her decision? Use 
examples from the story to support your answer.
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Pages 39–59

Respond to Chapters 6 –7

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 6–7. Fill in the next Event of the 
Goal and Outcome Chart Journal page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions. 

1. Personal Response Meg gave Tae a bracelet because they were good friends. 
Tell about a gift you gave someone. Do you think gifts are an important part 
of friendship?  Why or why not?

2. Perspectives Tae is very angry with Meg and doesn’t talk to her at school. 
What would you have done in this situation if you were Tae? Why?

3. Cause and Effect Tae and Josh have to be partners. What effect does this 
have on their friends? 
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Pages 60–81

Respond to Chapters 8 –10

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 8–10. Now fi ll in the next Event of 
the Goal and Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions.

1. Personal Response Tae is surprised to fi nd that Josh is a nice person. Tell 
about a time you learned something different about someone. What 
caused you to change what you once thought?

2. Judgments Umma says Tae cannot go to Josh’s house when his father is 
not home. Why does she say this? Do you agree with her? Why or 
why not? 

3. Character Reread pages 77–78. What different feelings does Tae have about 
Jody when she talks to her in the gym? What does she tell Josh? What does 
this show about Tae?
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Pages 82–94

Respond to Chapters 11–12

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 11–12. Fill in the next Event of the 
Goal and Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions.

1. Personal Response Tae practices the piano, but she still does not play very 
well. Tell about something you practice. Why do you continue to do it? 

2. Judgments Reread page 86. Do you think Philip should have told Tae the 
rumor that Josh asked Mr. Babbett to make Tae his partner? Why or 
why not?

3. Summarize Reread pages 87–88. How does Tae feel about playing the 
piano?
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Pages 95–112

Respond to Chapters 13–15

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 13–15. Now, fi ll in the next Event of 
the Goal and Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions.

1. Personal Response Tae doesn’t think Josh will like Korean food because 
it is too spicy. What kind of foods do you like? Do you like to try different 
foods? Why or why not? 

2. Character Reread pages 101–102. Describe the relationship between 
Mrs. Park and Umma. How does Mrs. Park treat Umma?  Why do you 
think she acts this way? 

3. Inference Before Tae goes to sleep, Umma tells her she can study with Josh. 
Why do you think Umma’s feelings changed? Use examples from the story 
to support your answer.
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Pages 113–128

Respond to Chapters 16 –18

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 16–18. Fill in the next Event of the 
Goal and Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions. 

1. Personal Response Tae feels bad about her decision not to take Meg the 
book. Tell about a decision you once made that you felt bad about. Did you 
do anything to fi x the problem? Why or why not? 

2. Cause and Effect Reread page 120. What makes Tae understand what 
Umma said about feeling the music?

3. Decisions If you were Meg, would you tell Mrs. Simms that Paige did not 
give you a copy of the book? Why or why not?
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Pages 129–149

Respond to Chapters 19–21

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 19–21. Fill in the next Event of the 
Goal and Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions. 

1. Personal Response Meg believes “hugs are good for your mental 
well-being.” Tell about something you think is good for your mental 
well-being. Why do you think it is so important?

2. Character Reread pages 136–137. What does Tae notice about Philip when 
he asks her about the dance? How does it make her feel? Why?

3. Summarize What was life like for Tae’s parents after they moved to the 
United States? Do you think that will change? Why?
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Pages 150–164

Respond to Chapters 22–23

Goal and Outcome Chart

Review what happens to Tae in Chapters 22–23. Fill in the last Event and the 
Outcome on the Goal and Outcome Chart on Journal page 4.

Think It Over

Think about what you have read, and write the answers to these questions.

1. Personal Response Tae fi nally understands what her mother meant by 
“feeling the music.” Tell about something important that you did not 
understand at fi rst. What helped you understand it?

2. Character Reread pages 161–162. Why is Tae surprised when Josh brings 
her coat and wants to sit with her? What does this show about Tae? Use 
details from the story to support your answer.

3. Simile On page 163, what does Tae mean when she says, “I think life is 
like music”? How does this simile relate to the rest of the story?
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