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Leveling Systems
Avenues: ® ® More Fluent Readers
DRA: 40

Fountas and Pinnell: P

Lexile: 420

REDCOATS AND PETTICOATS

by Katherine Kirkpatrick
illustrated by Ronald Himler

In This Guided Reading Lesson:

Backgroundiand [['p . /she Book
Vocabulary

Story Words:
fortunate
loyal
principle
spy
traitor
valuable
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Spotligsy
STRATEGY

Reference Aids

—

his historical fiction

book relates the story
of a colonial family who
fought the British by relaying
important information to the
Patriots. This book features
challenging language and a
complex plot. Illustrations
and maps provide good
visual support for the text.
32 pages, 1867 words

Skill Lessons:

Respond to Comprehension/
the Book Critical Thinking

Laundry Codes: Relate Problem and
Create and Solution (pDF)
Decipher Codes

Identify Sequence (pDF)

Story Map:
S racte Identify Fact, Opinion,
Character e :
Interviews and Supporting
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Redcoats and Petticoats

Build Background

Hero Quilt Discuss the concept of a hero with students. Ask:
What makes someone a hero? Are all heroes famous? What do
heroes do? Create a T chart to identify heroic traits and actions.

Heroes
traits dctions
brave fight
courageous profect
generous sacrifice

Distribute the squares and have students identify a hero to feature.
On one side of the card, have students draw their hero and write
the name. On the other side, have students write three words

that describe the hero’s traits and actions. Punch holes in the four
corners of each square and tie them together to make a hero quilt.

Build Vocabulary

Story Words Glossary Assign one word for partners
to look up in a dictionary. Have them find the definition,
list examples, and create a sample sentence. Students can
combine their work into a group glossary. To test students’
comprehension, have partners choose the best word to
complete each sentence:

1. American Patriots believed in the (principle, spy) of freedom.
2. A (traitor, principle) works against his own country.

3. The messenger had (valuable, fortunate) information that was
worth more than money.

4. The leaders thanked the (loyal, principle) followers for their
hard work.
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Materials

¢ squares of
construction paper,
1 per student

e markers

¢ single-hole punch

e yarn or thread

Key Vocabulary
fortunate

loyal

principle

spy

traitor

valuable
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Redcoats and Petticoats

1 Preview the Book

Cover This story tells about real people in the American
Revolution. Read aloud the title. Redcoats were British soldiers
in the Revolutionary War. This is a petticoat. Point.

Pages 2-3 This story happens in Setauket, Long Island. t'

The Redcoat soldiers from England took over the town. SQO ’gé/
Pages 4-5 The Redcoats call Father a traitor because they STRATEGY

think he is against the English king. They say he is not loyal . Reference
They take him away. Mother is angry. She has principles . She Aids

feels strongly about certain ideas.

Pages 6-7 Good readers use dictionaries and maps to help
them understand what they read. The family lives near water. Introduce
| can look at a map to learn more. Turn to page 30. Now | see and Model

that the family lives by Little Bay.

Pages 8-9 Thomas's mother sends him to Conscience Bay.
How can | find out how far that is? (check the map) Turn to Apbl
page 30 and trace the path to the bay. PPy

Pages 10-19 Thomas goes to the bay many times.
Sometimes the Redcoats stop him to talk. One day, Thomas
sees a whaleboat with Patriot soldiers. Thomas tells his
mother everything. She puts new clothes on the line.

Pages 20-27 Thomas's father is on a prison boat. The
family is fortunate, or lucky. They have valuable vegetables
that are worth a lot of money. They trade the vegetables for
Father’s freedom. But he isn't safe, so he leaves.

Pages 28-29 Point to George Washington. George
Washington led the Patriot army. Later he became the first
president. After the war, he thanked the spies who gave him
information about the British. Thomas’s mother was a spy!
She used her clothesline to send messages.

Pages 30-32 Pages 31 and 32 tell about the real people
this story is about. The Setauket Spy Ring, including Thomas's
family, was an important part of the Revolution.
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2 Read the Book

Independent Reading Have students read the book
silently or to a partner. Observe as each student reads aloud.

¢ Use the Good Reader Guide on pages 7 and 8 to coach
students as they read.

e Spotlight Strategy: Reference Aids Students may not
understand some difficult words (pages 4: fiery, gnawing;
8: schooners, vessels, channel; 17: slender, shallows, swivel;
and 24: choppy, influential). Remind these students to use
reference aids such as a dictionary to help them find the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

3 Respond to the Book

Laundry Codes Have groups work together to develop Materials
a Patriot code using clothing items cut from construction * construction paper

paper and numbers for messages. For example: ® sCissors
e yarn or one

1 blue sock = 3 Patriot whaleboats clothesline
. . . . ¢ clothespi
2 white T-shirts = 6 British soldiers Icogpefcsﬁgls or
Provide time for groups to draw and cut out the clothing
items they need. Then string the yarn across one side of the
room. Have the teams split up. Half the team attaches clothes
to the “clothesline” in order to send clues to the other half of
the team. When the message is translated, confirm whether
the messages are correct.
Story Map Display the Character-Setting-Plot story map. Materials
Model how to record information. Have students use their * Story Map:

) : : : : Character-Setting-
completed maps to role-play interviews with different Plot from Picture

characters. For example: It! Big Book,
Interviewer: Where did you live during the war? page 17
Mrs. Strong: We lived in a cottage by Little Bay.
Interviewer: Why did you move there?

Mrs. Strong: It was a good place to spy on Redcoats.
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Answers will vary. Sample response:

Story Map: Character-Setting-Plot

Redcodts and Petticodts

/ Character:

Thomds Father

Mother

Setting:

Setduket on Little Bay
in Long Island

‘“\

Plot: The Redcoats send Thomas’s father to prison.
Thomas’s mother sends him to the bay many times.
He tells her dbout what he sees. His mother listens
dnd hdngs clothes on her clothesline. The father
is freed. After the war, George Washington thanks
Thomas’s mother, who sent messdges using her
clothesline.

J

q

Picture It! Big Book, page 17

Use only a black dry-erase marker.
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Name

Take a Running Record

page

4

Grade

Date

from Redcoats and Petticoats

One night there was a loud rapping on our door.
Two Redcoats flung open the door and grabbed
my father. “Traitor!” | heard one of them say,
holding a musket to his head. Father called to me
as the Redcoats took him away. “Thomas, help

your mother to take care of the family.” The next

They sat on our chairs and slept in our beds. Noisy
voices came at us from every direction. Mother’s
eyes grew fiery when a tall soldier, sitting at our
table, licked his fingers as he finished gnawing

on a chicken bone. “That was our dinner!” she

scolded.

Number
of
Errors

Number
of Self-
Corrections

day a company of Redcoats moved into our house.

Calculate Accuracy Rate

( 111 words =

)=111words=__ %

total errors

Determine Instructional Needs

Total

Total

Assess Fluency

Student reads with
appropriate:

O expression

O intonation

O attention to
punctuation

O rate
O phrasing

Assess Strategy Use

Self-Monitors:
O asks questions
O clarifies

O paraphrases
O uses visuals
O

confirms word
meaning

O uses punctuation clues
O uses signal words

Self-Corrects:

O asks questions

O rereads

O reads on

O searches for new clues
O adjusts reading rate
O translates

O reduces amount read

If Accuracy Rate Is ——> Then Have Student

O below 90% read a lower-level text
O between 90-94% continue at this level
0O 95-100% read a higher-level text

Student needs more coaching in

Avenues Level F Unit 4
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Good Reader Guide

Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Student Miscue

The rocket
iS gro...
going very fast.

The rocket is
going very fast.

Hesitates or self-corrects
after a miscue

Coaching Strategies

Observe or ask questions to discover

the strategies the student is using,
identify the strategy by name, and praise
student’s use of it. Then have student
read on.

The shuttle orbits
the Earth.

"Freezes” when faced
with an unfamiliar or
long word

Prompt student to find clues in pictures
and/or surrounding context.

Encourage use of cognates and/or word
families to guess a meaning. Have student
try the guess in the sentence.

If the word is phonetically regular, cover
it and then reveal each syllable or letter
pattern as student sounds out the word.
Have student pronounce the word and try
it in a rereading.

Have student skip the word and read on.

Nobody has been
No one has been to N\ars.

to Mars.

Substitutes an incorrect
word that makes sense

Ignore if the miscue does not affect
comprehension.

Validate student's strategic use of picture
or context. Point out print cues, such as
first letters. As student sees that spoken
and printed words do not match, ask him
or her to self-correct.

There is no little
wdater oh

There is no liquid
! U the Moon.

water on the Moon.

Substitutes an incorrect
word that does not
make sense
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Direct attention to pictures or other cues
in the text. Ask questions to help student
revise the first reading independently.

Talk about pictures and context to make
sure the word is in student’s vocabulary.
Then have student reread.
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Good Reader Guide

Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Student Miscue

Coaching Strategies

Craters look
like dark when you look
up at the Noon.

Craters look like dark )
circles when you look

up at the Moon.
Skips important words

Repeat and ask: Does it make sense?

Read together; then have student
start over.

Have student track the print and sweep
a finger to the next line.

There...are
mountains...on...the...

Moon

There are mountains
on the Moon.

Reads slowly, word-
by-word, without
comprehension

Assign a book at an easier reading level,
allowing student to build fluency and
comprehension.

Recall the book's topic and/or title. Ask
questions to tie the ideas in the text to
the ideas in the preview.

Have student paraphrase small but
meaningful chunks of text, relating it to
own experience.

That’s one

That’s one small step
for man, one giant
leap for mankind.

giant ledp for / mankind

Reads aloud with poor
phrasing

small / step for / man, one /

Highlight punctuation cues. Write out
a section of the text. Demonstrate
appropriate phrasing and help student
mark the text to show how to group
words. Then have student reread.

Relate text to student’s personal
experience to help student read with
appropriate expression.

The Moon is ful TheMoonistulltonight

tonight.

Reads quickly, without
comprehension

Model slowing down and pausing to ask
yourself questions periodically. Encourage
student to apply these strategies.

The Moon is Earth’s
only natural satellite.

Gets stuck; is unable to
use any strategies
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Ask questions to discover why student
is stuck.

Suggest strategies and supply words.
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