
This exciting photo essay 
highlights Women’s

National Basketball
Association player Sheryl
Swoopes. Action-fi lled 
photographs and simple 
text present the main idea,
while labels and special text 
treatments add supporting
details. 32 pages, 87 words
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In This Guided Reading Lesson:
Background and 

Vocabulary Read the Book Respond to 
the Book

Sports Words:
bounce
defend
dribble
fake
jump
shoot
step

Location Words:
down
everywhere
left
right
up

Use Visualse Visu

Sports Poem:
Illustrated Poem

Game Details:
Sports Report

Leveling Systems
Avenues:  Beginning
DRA: NF16
Fountas and Pinnell: D
Lexile: 340L



Build Background
Sports Collage Review actions and movements used in
sports, such as run, jump, dive, and hit. Then have partners 
create sports collages by combining their own drawings with 
photos of athletes from sports magazines and newspapers.
Have students label the pictures with words for actions. Then 
have partners present their work. Use the collages to create a 
“sports center.”

What’s My Game? Write names of sports and playground
games on slips of paper. Distribute one paper to each student. 
The rest of the students ask yes/no questions until they guess 
the sport.

 Q: Do you use a ball?
 A: Yes.

 Q: Is there a net?
 A: Yes.

 Q: Is it soccer?
 A: No.

 Q: Do you wear special shoes?
 A: No.

 Q: Do people sometimes play this game on the beach?
 A: Yes.

 Q: Is it volleyball?
 A: Yes!

Build Vocabulary
Simon Says Sports Use pantomime to convey meanings for 
the sports words. Then use the words to play Simon Says with
the class: Simon says, “Shoot!”

Introduce the location words by using gestures and drawing
arrows. Model how to incorporate location words as you 
continue the game: Simon says, “Fake right.” Simon says, “Jump
up!” Have volunteers give commands by combining the sports 
and location words in new ways.
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Key Vocabulary
bounce down
defend everywhere
dribble left
fake right
jump up
shoot
step

Hoops with Swoopes

Materials
• sports magazines 

and newspapers
• scissors and glue
• markers



1 Preview the Book
Cover This photo essay uses words and pictures to giver
information about how Sheryl Swoopes plays basketball.

Page 3 Point to the text. In this book, the main ideas look
like this. Photos show what the words mean. The words say 
“Sheryl Swoopes shoots  hoops.” The picture shows what 
that means: Sheryl throws the ball at a basketball hoop.

Pages 4–5 Point to JUMP. The words in color are captions—
they name the actions in the pictures. Some captions look 
different. The word jump goes up and down, like Sheryl when 
she jumps . Shoot is high, like a hoop.t

Pages 6–7 Good readers look for clues to help them
understand new words. Point to the word defend . This is
a new word, so I look at the picture. Sheryl does not have
the ball now. She will not move or step away. The letters
look big and strong. Defend means to stop someone.d

Page 8 Dribble  is a new word, so I can look for clues.
Trace the shape of the caption. The letters of the word go 
up and down . They are close together, like they are moving
fast. Sheryl bounces the ball up and down, left  and right .
To dribble means to bounce the ball fast.

Pages 9–13 Sheryl moves from low down to … Turn to
page 10. Up on her toes and into a … Turn the page and 
rotate it.… JUMP! The pictures show how she moves.

Pages 14–21 Look at passing on page 15. It is stretched 
out long, like a pass. Turn the page. The ball stretches across
the pages, too. On page 19, STOP is in big, red letters, like aP
stop sign. Turn the page. The word is green. GO!

Pages 22–27 Sheryl fakes , or pretends to move right to
trick other players. She is all over, or everywhere !

Pages 28–32 Pages 28–31 say that Sheryl’s game is
believing in the team and herself. What does that mean? 
(Her best move is to have confi dence in the team and in herself.)

Use Visuals

Introduce 
and Model

Apply
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 2 Read the Book
Independent Reading Have students read the book
silently or to a partner. Observe as each student reads aloud.

• Use the Good Reader Guide on pages 7 and 8 to coach 
students as they read.

• Spotlight Strategy: Use Visuals Students may experience
comprehension breakdowns when new or diffi cult
vocabulary is presented (pages 11, 14, 18, 23, and 24). 
Remind these students to search for clues in the art to help
them understand new words.

 3 Respond to the Book
Sports Poem Have students write a concrete poem 
about a favorite sport, using action words. Encourage them
to illustrate their poems and write the words in special 
shapes and styles that exemplify what the words mean as 
in Hoops with Swoopes.

Game Details Model how to use details from the book 
to complete each section of a Cluster. For example: This
cluster asks, “What actions does Sheryl do?” The captions 
in this book are action words. I can write them here.
Provide additional paper so students can add as many
answers as possible to the spokes of each cluster. Have
groups use details from each cluster to give brief sports 
reports about Sheryl Swoopes:

Here comes Sheryl Swoopes! She dribbles left.
She fakes right. She defends the basket. It looks 
like Sheryl Swoopes is everywhere! It’s easy to 
see that this player believes in herself.

Materials
• drawing paper
• art supplies

Hoops with Swoopes

Materials
• paper
• Cluster from

Picture It! Big 
Book, page 3



Hoops with Swoopes

Answers will vary. Sample response:
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Picture It! Big Book, page 3

concentration
passing

believing 
in herself

What is 
Sheryl’s 
game?

up in 
the air

right to 
left Where 

does Sheryl 
play?

in your 
face

How Swoopes Plays Hoops

shoots

catches

jumps
What 

does Sheryl 
do?

Hoops with Swoopes



Name    Grade   Date

from Hoops with Swoopes
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Take a Running Record
Number

of
Errors

Number 
of Self-

Corrections

14 Sheryl Swoopes shoots hoops.

15 Her game is passing—

18 and catching—and driving down the court.

19 Stop!

20/21 Go!

22 Sheryl Swoopes plays basketball

23 down on the ground

24 up in the air

25 in your face

26 everywhere!

28 Her game is believing

29 in the team—

31 and in herself.
Total Total

Calculate Accuracy Rate

( 43 words –
total errors

) ÷ 43 words = %

Determine Instructional Needs

If Accuracy Rate Is  Then Have Student
below 90% read a lower-level text
between 90–94% continue at this level
95–100% read a higher-level text

Student needs more coaching in

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

page Assess Fluency

Student reads with
appropriate:

expression
intonation
attention to
punctuation
rate
phrasing

Assess Strategy Use

Self-Monitors:
asks questions
clarifi es
paraphrases
uses visuals
confi rms word
meaning
uses punctuation clues
uses signal words

Self-Corrects:
asks questions
rereads
reads on
searches for new clues
adjusts reading rate
translates
reduces amount read



Good Reader Guide
Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Hesitates or self-corrects 
after a miscue

The shuttle orbits
the Earth.

The rocket is
going very fast.

“Freezes” when faced 
with an unfamiliar or 
long word

No one has been 
to Mars.

Substitutes an incorrect 
word that makes sense

There is no liquid 
water on the Moon.

• Observe or ask questions to discover
the strategies the student is using,
identify the strategy by name, and praise
student’s use of it. Then have student
read on.

• Prompt student to fi nd clues in pictures
and/or surrounding context.

• Encourage use of cognates and/or word
families to guess a meaning. Have student
try the guess in the sentence.

• If the word is phonetically regular, cover
it and then reveal each syllable or letter
pattern as student sounds out the word.
Have student pronounce the word and try
it in a rereading.

• Have student skip the word and read on.

• Ignore if the miscue does not affect
comprehension.

• Validate student’s strategic use of picture
or context. Point out print cues, such as
fi rst letters. As student sees that spoken
and printed words do not match, ask him
or her to self-correct.

• Direct attention to pictures or other cues
in the text. Ask questions to help student
revise the fi rst reading independently.

• Talk about pictures and context to make
sure the word is in student’s vocabulary.
Then have student reread.

Substitutes an incorrect 
word that does not 
make sense

 Text Student Miscue Coaching Strategies

The rocket 
is gro…

going very fast.

The shuttle…?

Nobody has been 
to Mars.

There is no little 
water on
the Moon.
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Good Reader Guide
Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Skips important words

• Repeat and ask: Does it make sense?
• Read together; then have student

start over.
• Have student track the print and sweep

a fi nger to the next line.

That’s one small step 
for man, one giant
leap for mankind.

There are mountains
on the Moon.

?The Moon is Earth’s
only natural satellite.

• Ask questions to discover why student
is stuck.

• Suggest strategies and supply words.

Gets stuck; is unable to 
use any strategies

• Assign a book at an easier reading level,
allowing student to build fl uency and
comprehension.

• Recall the book’s topic and/or title. Ask 
questions to tie the ideas in the text to
the ideas in the preview.

• Have student paraphrase small but
meaningful chunks of text, relating it to
own experience.

Reads slowly, word-
by-word, without 
comprehension

• Highlight punctuation cues. Write out
a section of the text. Demonstrate
appropriate phrasing and help student
mark the text to show how to group
words. Then have student reread.

• Relate text to student’s personal
experience to help student read with
appropriate expression.

TheMoonisfulltonight
The Moon is full 
tonight.

• Model slowing down and pausing to ask
yourself questions periodically. Encourage 
student to apply these strategies. 

Reads quickly, without 
comprehension

Reads aloud with poor 
phrasing

 Text Student Miscue Coaching Strategies

Craters look like dark 
circles when you look 
up at the Moon.

Craters look
like dark when you look

up at the Moon.

There…are
mountains…on…the…

Moon

That’s one 
small / step for / man, one /

giant leap for / mankind
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