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How Many Days to America?

I to America?
A THANKSGIVING STORY

by Eve Bunting
illustrated by Beth Peck

Leveling Systems

Avenues: ® ® More Fluent Readers
DRA: 30

Fountas and Pinnell: N

Lexile: 460
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In This Guided Reading Lesson:

Background and Respond to Comprehension/

A Celebration Song:
Song Composing

Story Words:
anxious
bundle
celebrate
sight (verb)
soldier
thanks
thief
village

Spotligsy
STRATEGY

Visualize;
Describe
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he son of a family of

immigrants narrates
this story of a journey to
America. The family must
leave their home. They travel
across the ocean and face
many dangers and difficulties
until they reach the U.S. on
Thanksgiving Day. Dialogue
may challenge some readers,
but meaningful visuals
support the content.
32 pages, 1072 words

/

Skill Lessons:

Identify Sequence (ppF)

Draw Conclusions (PDF)

Role-Play the Story:
Act Out Story
Scenes
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Distinguish Literary
Forms and
Purposes (PDF)
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How Many Days to America?

Build Background

Immigration Q and A Draw a large star. Ask questions about
people students know who immigrated from another country:

» Where did the journey to the U.S. begin?
» How did the people travel?

» Who traveled with them?

» When did they arrive in the U.S.?

» What special things did they bring?

Where?
Philippines
What? How?
phoTc?s my aunt airplane
clothing and uncle

books

When? Who?
1998 my Cousing
[ ]
Build Vocabulary
—
What Does It Mean? Write, act out, and define the Key Vocabulary
words. Use the title page to show village. Students write the Z”Xiglus
word you act out, then try to write its definition. Have them c:IZbrzte
use a dictionary to write the actual definition and compare it sight (verb)
with their own. soldier
thanks
thief
Word My Definition Dictionary Definition village
thief someone i stedling | d pergon who stedls

anxious scared worhied
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How Many Days to America?

1 Preview the Book

Cover This realistic fiction book tells a story that could
really happen. These people are immigrants. They're coming
to America to start a new life.

Pages 3-9 This family is hiding from soldiers, or people in
the army. They have to leave their town, or village . They take
a few things tied together in a bundle .

Pages 10-11 Good readers make pictures in their minds
as they read. They describe these pictures to help them
understand a story. Read page 10 aloud. As | read, | imagine
the darkness, the family giving away their jewelry, and the
quiet. They must not want others in the village to know what
they are doing. They are going in secret.

Pages 12-15 The boat is crowded, and the motor stops.
Men on land shoot at the people in the boat.

Pages 16-17 Read page 16. What do you see in your mind
when you read? | see day after day in the boat. The food and
water are gone, so the people must be hungry and thirsty.
People are sick. It must be a long, hard trip.

Pages 18-21 Everyone on the boat helps. They catch fish
to eat and gather rain water to drink. Look at pages 20 and
21. What are these men doing? (They have guns and they're
stealing from the people.) They're thieves .

Pages 22-27 People see land and swim to shore, but there
are soldiers. The soldiers give them food and water, but they
are not allowed to stay. What do you think will happen next?

Pages 28-29 The people sight, or see, land again. How
do you think they feel now? (surprised, excited) They're worried
that they won’t be allowed to stay. Everyone is anxious .

Pages 30-32 They arrive on Thanksgiving Day. The people
on land made a big meal to welcome them. They celebrate
their arrival in the U.S. and give thanks that they are safe.
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How Many Days to America?

2 Read the Book

Independent Reading Have students read the book
silently or to a partner. Observe as each student reads aloud.

* Use the Good Reader Guide on pages 7 and 8 to coach
students as they read.

* Spotlight Strategy: Visualize and Describe Students may
be unfamiliar with the experience of immigrating in a
small boat as described on pages 12-27, or traveling long
distances in difficult circumstances. Remind them to visualize
and describe the mental images they have as they read to
help them better understand story events.

3 Respond to the Book

A Celebration Song Model a celebration song
that the family might sing at the end of the book. For
example, sing this song to the tune of the last verse of
“America the Beautiful.”

A land of hope, a land of dreams.

It took so many days.

Our days were long. We sang sad songs.
But now we’'re home at last.

Ask students to visualize and describe how the family felt
at the end of the story. Write words and phrases as they
brainstorm. Help students choose a familiar tune and
compose the celebration song.

Role-Play the Story Display a Goal-and-Outcome map. Materials

Help students find the goal, or what the family wants, and * Story Map: Goal-

the outcome, or what happens at the end of the story. ?nd'o”.tcome .
. ] rom Picture It! Big

Then have them list key story events in the correct order Book, page 18

for each category. Invite students to use the map to act out

scenes from the story.

Avenues Level E Unit 5 page 4 of 8 Guided Reading

© Hampton-Brown



: ‘ HﬁMPTOH-!_R_OW"

How Many Days to America?

Answers will vary. Sample response:

Story Map: Goal-and-Outcome

How Many Days to America?

Goal: Events:

The family ledaves their

village.
The family wants They get on a bodt that
to live in America. is going fo America.

They are close to ldnd,
but the motor on the
boat bredks.

Thieves steal everything
they have left.

They find land, but they
cannot stay.

Outcome:

They
drrive in
America. They
give thanks
and celebrate.

p se only a black dry-erase marker:
i) G

Picture It! Big Book, page 18
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Name

Take a Running Record

page

30

Grade

Date

from How Many Days to America?

There was a shed, warm from the sun on its

tin roof. There were tables covered with food.
Though the benches were crowded there was
room for all of us. “Do you know what day this
is?” a woman asked me. She passed me a dinner
plate. “It is the coming-to-America day,” | said. She
smiled. “Yes. And it is special for another reason,
too. Today is Thanksgiving.” “What is that?” My
little sister was shy, but not too shy to ask her
questions. “Long ago, unhappy people came
here to start new lives,” the woman said. “They
celebrated by giving thanks.” My father nodded.

“That is the only true way to celebrate.”

Number
of
Errors

Number
of Self-
Corrections

Calculate Accuracy Rate

( 113 words =

)=113words=__ %

total errors

Determine Instructional Needs

Total

Total

Assess Fluency

Student reads with
appropriate:

O expression

O intonation

O attention to
punctuation

O rate
O phrasing

Assess Strategy Use

Self-Monitors:
O asks questions
O clarifies

O paraphrases
O uses visuals
O

confirms word
meaning

O uses punctuation clues
O uses signal words

Self-Corrects:

O asks questions

O rereads

O reads on

O searches for new clues
O adjusts reading rate
O translates

O reduces amount read

If Accuracy Rate Is —> Then Have Student
O below 90%

O between 90-94%
O 95-100%

read a lower-level text

Student needs more coaching in

continue at this level
read a higher-level text
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Good Reader Guide

Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Student Miscue

The rocket
iS gro...
going very fast.

The rocket is
going very fast.

Hesitates or self-corrects
after a miscue

Coaching Strategies

Observe or ask questions to discover

the strategies the student is using,
identify the strategy by name, and praise
student’s use of it. Then have student
read on.

The shuttle orbits
the Earth.

"Freezes” when faced
with an unfamiliar or
long word

Prompt student to find clues in pictures
and/or surrounding context.

Encourage use of cognates and/or word
families to guess a meaning. Have student
try the guess in the sentence.

If the word is phonetically regular, cover
it and then reveal each syllable or letter
pattern as student sounds out the word.
Have student pronounce the word and try
it in a rereading.

Have student skip the word and read on.

Nobody has been
No one has been to N\ars.

to Mars.

Substitutes an incorrect
word that makes sense

Ignore if the miscue does not affect
comprehension.

Validate student’s strategic use of picture
or context. Point out print cues, such as
first letters. As student sees that spoken
and printed words do not match, ask him
or her to self-correct.

There is no little
wdater oh

There is no liquid
! U the Moon.

water on the Moon.

Substitutes an incorrect
word that does not
make sense
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Direct attention to pictures or other cues
in the text. Ask questions to help student
revise the first reading independently.

Talk about pictures and context to make
sure the word is in student’s vocabulary.
Then have student reread.
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Good Reader Guide

Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Student Miscue

Coaching Strategies

Craters look
like dark when you look
up at the Noon.

Craters look like dark )
circles when you look

up at the Moon.
Skips important words

Repeat and ask: Does it make sense?

Read together; then have student
start over.

Have student track the print and sweep
a finger to the next line.

There...are
mountains...on...the...

Moon

There are mountains
on the Moon.

Reads slowly, word-
by-word, without
comprehension

Assign a book at an easier reading level,
allowing student to build fluency and
comprehension.

Recall the book's topic and/or title. Ask
questions to tie the ideas in the text to
the ideas in the preview.

Have student paraphrase small but
meaningful chunks of text, relating it to
own experience.

That’s one

That’s one small step
for man, one giant
leap for mankind.

giant ledp for / mankind

Reads aloud with poor
phrasing

small / step for / man, one /

Highlight punctuation cues. Write out
a section of the text. Demonstrate
appropriate phrasing and help student
mark the text to show how to group
words. Then have student reread.

Relate text to student’s personal
experience to help student read with
appropriate expression.

The Moon is ful TheMoonistulltonight

tonight.

Reads quickly, without
comprehension

Model slowing down and pausing to ask
yourself questions periodically. Encourage
student to apply these strategies.

The Moon is Earth’s
only natural satellite.

Gets stuck; is unable to
use any strategies
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Ask questions to discover why student
is stuck.

Suggest strategies and supply words.
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