
In This Guided Reading Lesson: Skill Lessons:
Background and 

Vocabulary Read the Book Respond to 
the Book

Comprehension/
Critical Thinking

This expository book
introduces six different

crops grown in the United
States. Features such as 
maps, labeled diagrams, and
charts provide details.
A table of contents and
section titles help students 
locate specifi c information.
24 pages, 516 words
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Product Ad:
Advertisement
Posters
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Relate Main Idea and 
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Crops

Build Background
Food Talk Have students brainstorm and share what they know 
about how food grows. To begin, choose a crop that grows in 
your state. Explain how it grows and is harvested, for example: We 
grow oranges in our state. They grow on trees in orchards. People
climb on ladders to pick them by hand.

Ask who has seen this food growing, what products or dishes 
are made from it, and if students have tasted it. Then work with 
students to list what they know about another food. When the
students are prepared, have a group discussion in which every 
student gets to share what they know about their food.

Build Vocabulary
Order from a Menu Write Fruits, Vegetables, and Grains
on the board. Say: Pasta and bread come from grains, such as 
wheat. Write pasta and bread on a paper folded in half liked
a menu. Prompt students to name foods that are made from 
vegetables and fruits. Write them on the menu. Tell students 
they are going to order food from a menu at a restaurant. Model: 
I would like peas and carrots and some apple pie, please.

Farmer Interview Teach the farming vocabulary using
pictures and photographs from Crops. Post the following script 
and model an interview with a volunteer “farmer.”

 Q: Farmer Aliza, what crop do you grow?
 A: I grow wheat.

 Q: How do you harvest the wheat?
 A: A machine cuts the wheat.

 Q: What do you do to protect the crops from pests?
 A: We spray the crops with chemicals. We also cultivate 

the soil to kill weeds.

 Q: What products are made from your wheat?
 A: Bread, pasta, and cereal.

Have students conduct a similar interview with a partner.
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Crops

 1 Preview the Book
Cover Farmers grow r crops , like the wheat you see on the 
cover. A crop is a plant that is grown in large amounts.

Pages 2–3 These words and pictures show food crops. We 
can come back here during the reading if we need to.

Pages 4–5 A Table of Contents lists the parts of a book and 
their page numbers.

Pages 6–7 Good readers ask themselves questions while 
they read. If they don’t know the answers, they read on. 
I know cranberries are fruit , but I’ve never tasted them.
I’ll read on to fi nd out what cranberries taste like. Muffi ns
are products made from cranberries. Muffi ns are sweet so 
cranberries must taste sweet.

Pages 8–11 The caption on page 8 says that wheat kernels, 
or grains , have vitamins. I wonder what kind of food is made 
from wheat. Maybe I’ll learn more if I read on. Here on page
11 are some foods made from wheat. How can I fi nd out how 
they harvest , or cut, the wheat? (Read on.)

Pages 12–15 The green heading on this page tells me that
pages 12–15 are about cotton. The black headings tell me the 
main ideas about how cotton grows.

Pages 16–18 There are some vegetables , like potatoes,
that grow under the ground. Farmers cultivate , or turn the 
soil, to kill the weeds.

Pages 19–21 Look at the small photo on page 20. What 
is around the trees? If I read the caption, I learn that these
things protect  the trees from pests such as small animals
that want to eat the trees.

Pages 22–23 Sugarcane grows in Hawaii. What is this 
picture of fi re on page 23 about? Let’s read on and see.

Page 24, Back Cover Page 24 is a summary of what we r
read. The map tells where in the U.S. each crop grows.
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Read On

Introduce 
and Model

Apply
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2 Read the Book
Independent Reading Have students read the book 
silently or to a partner. Observe as each student reads aloud. 

• Use the Good Reader Guide on pages 7 and 8 to coach 
students as they read.

• Spotlight Strategy: Ask Questions and Read On Students
will benefi t from asking themselves questions as they read, 
and then reading on to fi nd the answers. Students can ask 
how each crop is grown and harvested, for example, or if 
the text explains what a picture is about. Students can then 
read on to fi nd the answer.

3 Respond to the Book
Crops Q-and-A Sheets Tell students to choose a favorite 
crop from the book and create a question sheet for it. Model 
how by starting a Q-and-A sheet on wheat.

Crop: Wheat
Q: Where does it grow? A:
Q: How is it planted? p A:
Q: How is it protected?p A:

Have students exchange their questions with a partner. 
Partners can look for answers in the book.

Product Ad Work with the group to make a Cluster
for each of the six crops. Then have students choose one 
crop and make up a product and an advertising poster,
for example: “Wheatful Pasta” or “Wheaton Bread.”
Encourage them to refl ect on how advertisements convince 
people to buy products. Invite students to present their
posters to the group.

Materials
• construction or

drawing paper
• art supplies
• Cluster from

Picture It! Big 
Book, page 3



Crops

Crops

Answers will vary. Sample response:
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Picture It! Big Book, page 3

Planting Harvesting

Products

Wheat

a machine 
plows soil

wheat grows 
in 7 states

a drill plants 
seeds

machines
used to 
harvest

harvesting machine 
is a combine

grain is stored 
in an elevator

bread

cereal pasta



Name    Grade   Date

from Crops

page
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Calculate Accuracy Rate

( 131 words –
total errors

) ÷ 131 words = %

Determine Instructional Needs

If Accuracy Rate Is  Then Have Student
below 90% read a lower-level text
between 90–94% continue at this level
95–100% read a higher-level text

Student needs more coaching in

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Take a Running Record
Number

of
Errors

Number 
of Self-

Corrections

8 Wheat is one of the most important crops in the

world. Ten thousand years ago, people planted 

wheat. They used simple tools.

9 Today, wheat farmers use machines. One machine 

plows the fi elds. The plow breaks up the soil. 

Another machine drops seeds into the soil and

covers them. Farmers need to control insects and

weeds. These pests can harm crops.

10 Farmers use a machine to harvest the wheat. The 

machine cuts the stalks. Then it separates the 

kernels from the plant.

11 Wheat prices are always changing. Prices go up 

when the supply is low and the demand is high. 

Prices go down when the supply is high and the 

demand is low. Most people in America use wheat 

products every day. Everything in this photo is

made from the wheat plant.
Total Total

Assess Fluency

Student reads with
appropriate:

expression
intonation
attention to
punctuation
rate
phrasing

Assess Strategy Use

Self-Monitors:
asks questions
clarifi es
paraphrases
uses visuals
confi rms word
meaning
uses punctuation clues
uses signal words

Self-Corrects:
asks questions
rereads
reads on
searches for new clues
adjusts reading rate
translates
reduces amount read



Good Reader Guide
Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Hesitates or self-corrects 
after a miscue

The shuttle orbits
the Earth.

The rocket is
going very fast.

“Freezes” when faced 
with an unfamiliar or 
long word

No one has been 
to Mars.

Substitutes an incorrect 
word that makes sense

There is no liquid 
water on the Moon.

• Observe or ask questions to discover
the strategies the student is using, 
identify the strategy by name, and praise
student’s use of it. Then have student 
read on.

• Prompt student to fi nd clues in pictures
and/or surrounding context.

• Encourage use of cognates and/or word 
families to guess a meaning. Have student
try the guess in the sentence.

• If the word is phonetically regular, cover
it and then reveal each syllable or letter 
pattern as student sounds out the word. 
Have student pronounce the word and try 
it in a rereading.

• Have student skip the word and read on.

• Ignore if the miscue does not affect 
comprehension.

• Validate student’s strategic use of picture
or context. Point out print cues, such as
fi rst letters. As student sees that spoken
and printed words do not match, ask him
or her to self-correct.

• Direct attention to pictures or other cues
in the text. Ask questions to help student
revise the fi rst reading independently.

• Talk about pictures and context to make
sure the word is in student’s vocabulary.
Then have student reread.

Substitutes an incorrect 
word that does not 
make sense

 Text Student Miscue Coaching Strategies

The rocket 
is gro…

going very fast.

The shuttle…?

Nobody has been 
to Mars.

There is no little 
water on
the Moon.
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Good Reader Guide
Use these strategies to coach students as they read independently.

Skips important words

• Repeat and ask: Does it make sense?
• Read together; then have student 

start over.
• Have student track the print and sweep

a fi nger to the next line.

That’s one small step 
for man, one giant
leap for mankind.

There are mountains 
on the Moon.

?The Moon is Earth’s
only natural satellite.

• Ask questions to discover why student
is stuck.

• Suggest strategies and supply words.

Gets stuck; is unable to 
use any strategies

• Assign a book at an easier reading level, 
allowing student to build fl uency and
comprehension.

• Recall the book’s topic and/or title. Ask 
questions to tie the ideas in the text to 
the ideas in the preview.

• Have student paraphrase small but
meaningful chunks of text, relating it to
own experience.

Reads slowly, word-
by-word, without 
comprehension

• Highlight punctuation cues. Write out 
a section of the text. Demonstrate
appropriate phrasing and help student
mark the text to show how to group 
words. Then have student reread.

• Relate text to student’s personal
experience to help student read with
appropriate expression.

TheMoonisfulltonight
The Moon is full 
tonight.

• Model slowing down and pausing to ask 
yourself questions periodically. Encourage 
student to apply these strategies. 

Reads quickly, without 
comprehension

Reads aloud with poor 
phrasing

 Text Student Miscue Coaching Strategies

Craters look like dark 
circles when you look 
up at the Moon.

Craters look
like dark when you look

up at the Moon.

There…are
mountains…on…the…

Moon

That’s one 
small / step for / man, one /

giant leap for / mankind
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